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CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

JUNE 1, 2016 

SALMON, IDAHO 

 

Mayor Leo Marshall opened the regular City Council meeting at 6:00 p.m. Those 

in attendance were: 

 

COUNCIL MEMBERS:            Jim Baker 

Jim Bockelman 

Russell Chinske 

Ken Hill 

Rob Jackson 

Neal James 

CITY ATTORNEY: Fred Snook 

 

                                        

Decisions/Action Items: 

1) Council will review the Lemhi County Planning and Zoning Administration 

Agreement during the budgeting process 

2) Salmon School District does not want to make changes to Kay Street right now. 

3) Ordinance 16-815 was passed by Council. 

 

Amendments to Agenda 

1) Add item 3.a.Chuck Mark U.S. Forest Service Supervisor for an explanation of 

prescribed burn program.  Good faith reason:  Mr. Mark will be unavailable to report 

to council until August. 

 

Consent Agenda 

     a) Minutes of May 18, 2016 regular meeting. 

     b) Bills for approval 

Council member Hill made a motion to approve minutes of the May 18, 2016 meeting 

and bills as submitted.  All voted aye in a roll call vote and the motion carried. 

 

Chuck Mark U.S. Forest Service Supervisor - Explanation of Prescribed 

Burn Program 

Mr. Mark said it is not a question of if; it is a question of when.  We are going to have 

smoke.  It could be on our terms, which is what the Forest Service tries to do through 

the prescribed burn program, or we can wait for Mother Nature. 

 

He said they consider duration, geography, weather, and time of year when they 

plan for prescribed burns.  When they get into the late summer and fall there are 

more inversions.  Wind is a big factor.  The temperature and relative humidity are 

also considerations, which dictate how well the fuel burns.  Ignition methods and 

patterns are also considered.  The burns can be ignited by hand or from a helicopter.  
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The burns always have to be coordinated with the local smoke management unit 

which covers the State of Idaho and also Montana. 

In addressing the question of burning during the horse/mule sale, if they hadn’t 

burned during those 3 days they probably wouldn’t have been able to pull it off this 

spring.  A week later they tried to do another burn and they had to shut it down due 

to dry conditions. 

 

Council member Jackson said he questioned economic impact.  Is that factored in at 

all?  Salmon is getting a reputation for smoke. 

 

Mr. Mark said the reason they conducted the burn is to prepare for the next wildfire 

and protect the Wildland Urban Interface along the Highway 93 corridor up to Lost 

Trail Ski area.  If we can burn now when conditions are not as intense we might 

have a chance when Mother Nature lights.  There will always be impacts.  It is short 

term impacts versus long term impacts. 

 

Review Lemhi County Planning and Zoning Administration Agreement 

The County has indicated that they will be asking for a $2,000 increase.  The 

Agreement was presented to Council and will be reviewed during the budgeting 

process. 

 

Update on Kay Street/Salmon School District – Fred Snook 

Fred Snook stated that the school district does not want any changes to Kay Street 

right now.  The proposed gymnasium is on hold due to funding.  They will contact 

the City if they want to make changes to the street in the future. 

 

Ordinance 16-815, Amending Title 12, Chapter 1, Section 12-1-7 C      

 

ORDINANCE NO. 16-815 

 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE SALMON CITY CODE, TITLE 12, CEMETERY, 

CHAPTER 1, SECTION 12-1-7 C 

 

 BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and City Council of the City of Salmon, Lemhi 

County, Idaho. 

Section 1:  That Title 12, Chapter 1, Section 12-1-7 C, of the Salmon City Code, be, and the same 

is hereby amended to read as follows:  
 
C. Holidays and Sundays:  No interments, disinterment, removal or interment service shall be 

permitted on Sundays or any of the following holidays:  New Year’s Day, President’s 

Day, Memorial Day, Independence Day, Labor Day, Columbus Day, Veterans Day, 

Thanksgiving Day, the day after Thanksgiving Day, or Christmas Day.  When any of the 

holidays mentioned in this subsection falls, or is legally observed on a Saturday or 
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Monday, funerals will be received on the last business day preceding the holiday up to 

twelve o’clock (12:00) noon, but no further or final disposition will be made. (amd. Ord. 

09-732; 2-18-2009) 

    

Section 2:  All ordinances and parts of ordinances in conflict with this ordinance are hereby 

repealed. 

 

Section 3:  This ordinance shall take effect and be in full force upon its passage, approval and 

publication in one issue of the Recorder Herald, a newspaper of general circulation in the City of 

Salmon, and the official newspaper of said City. 

 

PASSED at a convened meeting of the City of Salmon City Council held on the 1st day of June, 

2016. 

 

Council member Baker made a motion to pass Ordinance by title only and suspend 

the rules of reading on three separate occasions.  All voted aye by the following roll 

call vote and the motion carried: 

    Councilmember Hill .......................... aye 

    Councilmember Baker ...................... aye 

    Councilmember James ..................... aye 

    Councilmember Chinske .................. aye 

    Councilmember Jackson ................... aye 

    Councilmember Bockelman .............. aye  
 

Informal Discussion/Round Table  

1) Council member Baker said he received the preliminary plat of the Beers/Slavin 

exchange but there are several things different than what he recollects.  He will put 

it on the agenda for next week. 

2) Council member James commended the Cemetery crew for the good job.  Also 

there have been requests for water faucets midway and at the upper end if possible.  

It was noted that it would be non-potable. 

3) Council member Chinske said he would be gone for the work sessions.  He will 

give Amy his input for the budget. 

4) Council member Bockelman said he was told by the County that the Idaho Avenue 

property is not a buildable lot.  (The City Clerk noted that the Building Department 

said it is).  Also, to add on to comments about the Cemetery, we had a lot of the 

Public Works crew at the cemetery that spent hours to make it look good for 

Memorial Day. 

 

Committee Meetings / Public Information 

a) Public Works Team – June 8, 2:00 p.m.  

b) Parks and Recreation Team – June 8, 3:30 p.m. 
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c) Finance Team – June 8, 11:00 a.m. 

d) Public Safety Team – June 8, 4:30 p.m. 

e) Budget Work Sessions – June 8th 5 p.m., also through June, Tuesdays at 10:00 

a.m. 

f) Council/Whitewater Park Work Session for Phase II of the Whitewater Park 

Project June 7th at 10:00 a.m. 

    

Public Comments 

1) Dave Gusky, 1304 Fulton Street, read the agenda for the June 7th work session.  

He objects to no public input being taken at the June 7th work session and by adding 

“no public input will be taken” the Council burned a bridge on both ends with them 

right in the middle.  They are going to see editorials in the paper from him and they 

will not be kind.  If they think they have all the answers and don’t need any input 

from the public…..  this is a democracy and they can talk. Their whole purpose is to 

keep the Council out of trouble which will keep the taxpayers out of trouble. He will 

be at that meeting and he will make a statement before the meeting starts. 

2) Mary Benton, City Clerk, stated that Council did not create the agenda, she did.  

The work session is for Council and in this case the Whitewater Park to discuss 

Phase II to include liability and maintenance.  Seldom is the public invited to 

participate in a Council work session, but it is at the discretion of the Council. 

3) Robert Dunlop, 603 Riverfront Drive, asked about the cost gymnasium cost.  Fred 

Snook said he would visit with Mr. Dunlop after the meeting. 

 

Council member Chinske made a motion to add a discussion about the reason for 

work session and what will happen after the work session to the agenda.  All voted 

aye and the motion carried. 

Council member Chinske said the democracy is a representative democracy.  People 

vote for people to run the government.  They are voted in to make decisions for the 

people.  What happens next is when they have a work session they get together as 

representatives of the City, who are voted in through the democratic process, and 

have a discussion about certain things.  His vision for this whole thing is that they 

will also have public comment once the information is collected and put together.  

There will be a public hearing where people can give their opinions of whether they 

are for or against or neutral.  All the information will then be presented to the public 

from the people who represent them.  That’s how the system works.  It becomes a 

cumbersome process if you have the entire public every time 

 

Future Council Meeting Agenda Items 

1) Beers/Slavin Plat Map 
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2) Idaho Avenue Property 

3) Purchasing Procedure 

 

Adjournment    

The meeting was adjourned at 6:50 p.m. 

 

_________________________________ 

                                                                                         Mayor, Leo Marshall 

___________________________________ 

               City Clerk, Mary Benton        


